
The renaissance in comprehension instruction launched

by Mosaic of Thought has led to changes in hundreds of

thousands of classrooms, where teachers now model reading

strategies, and students probe meaning more deeply. But no

book in the field has satisfactorily answered the question:

What does it really mean to comprehend? In To Understand,

Ellin Oliver Keene not only explores this important question,

but reveals what teachers can do to encourage all students to

engage in deep understanding far more consistently than

before.

In discovering what’s really behind comprehension,

To Understand goes well beyond comprehension strategy

instruction. Keene identifies specific Dimensions and

Outcomes of Understanding—characteristics identified in

readers with a highly developed ability to make sense of

text—to help you rethink what comprehension is. She

demonstrates how to leverage the Dimensions and Outcomes

into relevant, provocative, memorable instruction.

To Understand proposes a model that incorporates all

aspects of literacy instruction—word learning and

comprehension—and describes how teachers can focus on

what matters most in literacy content. Keene shows that when

teachers target the most essential content, they have the time

to help every student engage more deeply with texts and

discover a passion for reading and learning.

There’s still more—much more—to learn about compre-

hension. Read To Understand, join Ellin Oliver Keene, and

discover that what’s at the very core of comprehension can

not only reinvigorate your teaching but take your students to

new, uncharted levels of learning.

Ellin Oliver Keene
Foreword by Debbie Miller

“This is a work of
incredible scope: adventurous,

ingratiating, challenging,
genuinely groundbreaking, and
gorgeously written. It will knock

the socks off this profession.”
—Harvey Daniels

Author of Subjects Matter
and Content-Area Writing
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Lessons in Comprehension 
Explicit Instruction in the Reading Workshop
FRANK SERAFINI

2004 / 176pp / $21.00
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Plumbing his fi le drawers for 64 of the most effective comprehension minilessons, Frank Serafi ni has 
created a teaching treasure trove that contains nearly a year’s worth of comprehension instruction 
plus an extensive list of children’s literature that he has successfully woven into his own reading 
workshop. Lessons in Comprehension introduces and reinforces meaning-making concepts through 
eight broad thematic strands that scaffold understanding and responsibility for novice readers.
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The Power of Comprehension Strategy Instruction
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Ellin Oliver Keene and Susan Zimmermann have returned with a new edition of Mosaic of Thought 
that features 70 percent new material. When the fi rst edition published ten years ago, Mosaic of 
Thought became a runaway bestseller as the fi rst book to explicitly describe the use and benefi ts of 
strategy-based comprehension instruction. Now the second edition offers up-to-the-minute insight 
for classroom teachers, literacy coaches, and school leaders everywhere, and reminds everyone of 
precisely what effective, long-lasting comprehension teaching looks like.


